
 
Disability Football Update Year 1 

 
Since coming into post almost a year ago I have worked to both enhance existing activities 
and develop new opportunities for players with a disability to access a regular football 
provision within the county. Below is a synopsis of my activities over the past year with 
additional comments for the coming year. 
 
 
Adult Ability Counts / Disability Programme  
Since becoming involved in the South West Regional Ability Counts Programme I have 
worked primarily to enhance the existing teams and secondly to develop new teams in areas 
of need. Working county-wide we (the clubs and myself) have been able to support around 
170 adult males with a disability to access a regular football coaching and competition 
programme within an FA Charter Standard Club, a particularly pleasing achievement as this 
allows players / parents / guardians to feel confident about their involvement and the quality of 
the provision.  
 
In November 2007 Devon successfully hosted their round of the regional competition, a day 
that was attended by both the Championship & League divisions and saw around 120 players 
come together at Cullompton Rangers FC for a great day of football (pictures below).  
 

   
 
Over the course of the last year we have been able to introduce around 25 players to the 
existing teams and to bring two new teams into the 2008/09 competition (South Devon 
College, Paignton & Oakwood Court College).   
 
Within the next year the aim is to develop each of the existing provisions (where possible) to 
enable women and girls to access a regular football opportunity within these existing team 
structures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Plymouth Argyle – 7 Teams (2 
Premiership, 2 Championship 
& 2 League) 
 

Newton Town – 1 Team 
(Championship) 
 

Exeter City – 3 Teams (1 
Premiership, 1 
Championship & 1 League) 
 

Exeter Horizon Club – 2 
Teams (1 Championship 
 

Free Spirit FC, 
Honiton – 1 Team 
(League) 



 
NB:  If you are aware of any players 16+ who would like to be involved in the Ability Counts 
Competition please contact me using the details at the foot of my report. 
 
Mental Health  
More recently work has been undertaken with the Plymouth teaching Primary Care Trust to 
use football to address Mental Health issues in men between the ages of 18 – 35 in the 
Plymouth area. The project has been driven by funding from the Football Foundation and with 
the support of the Devon County Football Association through myself and with the support of 
the Trust’s Directors, we are looking to spread the “It’s a Goal” across the county into Torbay, 
Exeter & East Devon and North Devon with the plan being to develop a county-wide support 
league for players with a disability that will act as a complimentary therapy to their existing 
therapy session. 
 
I have worked with Langdon Hospital, Dawlish to develop their football provision, deliver 
regular coaching sessions and develop a new team. Team looking to enter South West Ability 
Counts League in 09/10 season.  
 
Impairment Specific Opportunities  
1.Blind & Visually Impaired  
Working in partnership with the RNIB and the county’s two biggest clubs (Exeter City & 
Plymouth Argyle) we have successfully held a Coaching Blind & Partially Sighted Footballers 
training course attended by 16 coaches from across the county, and run by the England 
National Blind Squad Coach, Tony Larkin. Following on from this the partnerships have held 
two taster sessions (Exeter & Plymouth). The taster sessions were advertised through both 
specialised and mainstream avenues including School Sports Partnerships and support 
groups and were staffed by coaches who had all attended the complimentary training offered 
previously. The final result was 20 children from the county taking part in the activities and 
offering their feedback to coaches, the FA and the RNIB on the provision. Following their 
advice and input into the provision funding is now being sought to continue the two activities, 
on a fortnightly basis in the new academic year. 
 
 
2.Wheelchair / Powerchair Football 
PowerPack, Plymouth  - Throughout the past year as with VI football, Powerchair football 
has been one of my focus areas. To date I have worked with the schools in Plymouth to 
support PowerPack (a sports/football club for wheelchair users in Plymouth) to gain 5 more 
junior players from the Plymouth area. The group meet once a month and I have been 
working with them to look at the possibility of some members forming a more competition 
based team to join the National Powerchair League. 
 
SDC – South Devon College has also been proactive and since being approached we have 
sourced 14 – 20 wheelchair users in the Torbay area who have expressed an interest in 
becoming part of a wheelchair football team. Over the past 6 months I have worked with 
Higher Sports Leader Award students at the college to up-skill them to the varying needs of 
players with a disability including wheelchair players. Wheelchair football is part of the 
disability football development plan for Torbay, which we are currently writing for submission 
to the Football Foundation Small Grant Scheme in early August.   
 
Exeter  – In partnership with Whizz Kidz I have held two wheelchair football coaching 
sessions in Exeter involving a total of 16 wheelchair users both power and manual. The 
sessions have been well received with all players wanting to make the football sessions a 
regular activity. I am working with Whizz Kidz & Exeter City to apply to Devon County 
Council’s Youth Opportunities Fund. 
 
Dame Hannah Rogers Trust  – Held 2 sessions involving Dame Hannah Rogers’ students 
and staff, one at Ivybridge Community College with 6 students, as an Ivybridge Community 
College partnership event, and a second full day session involving 8 classes, 42 wheelchair 
players across the day.  
 



 
Schools / School Sports Partnerships  
I have been involved in the organisation and administration of a number of partnership 
football provisions for players with a disability including both special and mainstream schools 
across the county. The two main events throughout the academic year would be the Devon 
Youth Ability Games (formally the Special School Games), pictures of the DYAG 2008 below. 
 
 

     
 
Plans now being actioned to implement a County School Sports Partnership Ability Counts 
League (Pan-Disability Football League at U16) to include Special Schools and teams from 
mainstream schools. League has a number of confirmed dates and venues with each of the 
SSP’s being asked to host a fixture as part of the programme. Currently all the Plymouth 
teams have bought into the idea (benefiting 80 children).  Most of the east area schools have 
shown an interest which would involve a further 70-80 players. 
 
Plymstock 
Worked with the Plymstock SSP to re-initiate their Football Foundation Small Grant Scheme.  
 
Engaged with PDM & SSCo responsible for the Special Schools in the partnership and have 
developed excellent working relationships with contacts. 
 
Involved all Special Schools in the Plymstock SSP in all existing current activities. 
 
Sir John Hunt 
Since the temporary appointment of SJH’s SSCo for Special Schools, I have worked with the 
SSCo to initiate a 6 weekly football competition for both the Special Schools of Plymouth 
across both SSP’s involving 100 players per tournament. We have also run the football 
competition at the Plymouth Penathalon, again involving around 100 players. 
 
Together we have consulted with the PDM’s and special schools to develop a three year 
activity plan that has been written into a Small Grant Scheme to be submitted by the new-in-
post SSCo in the 08/09 academic year following final consultation in Sept 08. It is planned 
that the planned project will service around 300 players with a disability over 3 years. 
 
Ivybridge 
Worked closely with Ziggy Grewal to deliver a football session at the partnership’s Multi-Sport 
activity day for players with a disability. Planning to make the club / football activity a regular 
programme at the College in September 08. 
 
Again with Ziggy ran a full days football activity at Dame Hannah Rogers School. Over the 
day worked with around 40 players with profound & multiple disabilities, linked to the 
development of a ‘hub’ club for disability sport at Ivybridge CC.  
 
South Dartmoor Community College 
Supported the delivery of SCDD’s annual Disability Football Festival. Liaised with schools 
prior to the event and achieved a record number of teams at the event. 
 
Working with Fiona Goodchild, conducted a partnership-wide audit of the disabilities that exist 
within the partnership and, based on this data, have been able to link new players with the 



existing out of school hour activities (Totnes & Dartington and Newton Soccability) in their 
partnership.   
 
Torbay Sport Partnership 
Held a Soccability session at Torbay Leisure Centre. Event advertised through both Disability 
FDO & PDM with 31 children of varying abilities in attendance. Plans to deliver in school 
coaching sessions and further soccability taster sessions in the new academic year linked to 
the development of new out-of–school hours opportunities, Paignton to form ‘hub’ for Torbay 
activities. 
 
Exeter 
Supported Steve Goss & Exeter City in their delivery of their Special Schools Festival, 60 
players present at the event. 
 
Using TESCO coach resource, identified and delivered girls-only coaching sessions in Ellen 
Tinkham & Southbrook in the spring term 08. Sessions ran for 7 weeks and involved around 
30 players across both activities.  
 
Plans with Exeter City to apply to Football Foundation Small Grant Scheme for funding to 
offer regular Curriculum and Out of School Hours (OSH) football coaching to players with a 
disability across the partnership. These sessions will be linked with Exeter City’s Adult Ability 
Counts teams offering a progression from school football to junior OSH and then senior OSH.  
 
 
North Devon PEDPASS 
Initiated and worked with SSCO’s to deliver a mainstream SEN football festival day at Park 
Community School, Barnstaple. Event run through SSP and attended by around 50 players 
from across the partnership. 
 
In partnership with Torridge District Council & the North Devon PEDPASS have delivered 2 
Out of School Hours Soccability Sessions run at Great Torrington Community School & Sport 
College attracting 13 players with a disability from across the North of the County. Planned 
activities to include follow up taster sessions and Disability FDO led coaching in schools (Sept 
08). 
 
 
East Devon 
Offered regular coaching (through the TESCO’s coach) to Mill Water Community School 
focusing on both girls at the school and, in the run up to the games, the boys’ Devon Youth 
Ability Games team. Sessions run for 8 weeks in the summer term and attended by 20 – 25 
students across the programme. 
 
 
Further Education / Colleges. 
Working with contacts at South Devon College have delivered 2 competitions linked to BCS, 
one the regional qualifier for the 5 a-side competition for students with a learning difficulty (60 
players attended), the second a competition day for Devon-based BCS colleges (40 players). 
Liaised on a regional level to develop a regional / sub-regional BCS Ability Counts league, 
details to be confirmed September 08 for an October league start. 
 

                 
 
 



Young Leaders  
Supported a number of Young Leaders through the Devon County Football Association Step 
Into Sport Programme, one candidate with a hearing impairment to attend the FA’s National 
Young Leaders Camp in Nottingham as Devon’s nomination. 
 
Out of School / College Hours 
Newly formed junior team in Newton Abbot. Have around 20 players aged between 4 – 16 
and are currently looking to increase their numbers.  Group have affiliated and achieved the 
FA’s Charter Standard. They are currently applying for funding to extend their activities 
programme. 
 
Newly formed team in Dawlish (Oakwood Court College), an independent college for students 
with a disability. Have only recently looked to form a structured team but are now looking to 
join the 2008/09 South West Ability Counts Regional League.  Activity currently involves 18 
players. 
 
Centre of Excellence 
Centre of Excellence ran a 20 week programme and had at least one representative from 
each of Devon’s School Sports Partnerships, 23 players with a disability in total. The centre 
played 3 successful fixtures (Away to Gloucestershire & Dorset and Home at Ashmoor 
Recreation Centre). 3 Players identified by regional scout to move through the pathway, one 
has attended trials for the England Deaf Squad, one will be attending trials for the Learning 
Difficulty squad in Sept 08, and the final one will be continuing his involvement with the 
England Cerebral Palsy Development Squad.   

 
 

Year 2 
 
Headline Targets 
 

·  Run county-wide Schools’ Ability Counts Fixture Pro gramme 
·  Administer the South Sub-region of the South West A bility Counts Regional 

League. 
·  Extend the activity within FE colleges and create l inks with local Ability Counts 

clubs. 
·  Run a regular football opportunity in Exeter, Torba y & North Devon (Adult & 

Junior). 
·  Extend Mental Health project across county. 
·  Maintain and enhance all existing opportunities. 
·  Consolidate impairment specific opportunities and i nitiate next tranche of 

impairment specific team development. 
·  Continue work within SSP’s to enhance the football provision for players with a 

disability. 
·  Continue to generate Football Foundation investment  into Disability Football in 

Devon. 
·  Educate more coaches to the differentiated needs of  players with a disability 

 
 

 
James Doyle 

Disability Football Development Officer   
 Devon County Football Association 

Coach Road 
Newton Abbot 

Devon 
TQ12 2GY 

T: 01626 323 560  
M: 07912 089 838  

E: james.doyle@devonfa.com 


